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Commissioner for Patents 
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I, Leslie Lindsay Smith, hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the US Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
the date^of my signature. 
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-[ECU CENTER 160012900 



Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. Applicant claims 
small entity status. No additional fee is required. 

Also enclosed is a Second Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement and our check in 
the amount of $180.00 for the requisite fee. 

In the event Applicant has overlooked the need to request an extension of time, please 
consider this a request for the same. 

' Please charge or credit Deposit Account No. 50-0842 with any shortage or overpayment of 
the fees associated with this communication. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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eslie Lindsay Smith /y 
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Sir: 
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In the matter of the above-identified application, and in response to the Final 
Office Action mailed April 23, 2003, Applicant requests entry of the amendment, 
reconsideration on the merits, and allowance of the claims. 




AMENDMENT 

Please replace claim 1 with the following claim: 

1 . (Amended) A method of converting cellulose in cellulose sausage casings 
to lactic acid comprising the step of: 

treating spent unwashed cellulose sausage casings comprising nitrate or nitrite 
with cellulase and a lactic acid producing microorganism at essentially the same time 
under suitable conditions and for a period of time sufficient to allow conversion of at 
least a portion of the cellulose to lactic acid. 
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